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L, 
MAKOTO 
SHIMIZU, 


WOW! I DIDN'T AO EAR? 


KNOW YOU CAN 
DRAW COMICS, 
SHIMIZU-SAN! 


FIND OUT... 


WHAT’S 
THAT I “YURI”? 


DRAW 
FAN 
COMICS. 

















MORNING! 


DEPARTMENT. 








MORNING! 


















































V Canam, 
OH, DID mi 
YOU MEET 
MY TWIN i SMe 
SISTER- Sea i 
ll I t MORNING, 
o A MAEKAWA 
GIGGLE hs v= So fi : 
/ i l} 
SHIMIZU- ] = 
SAN, WHAT IT WAS. 
YOU'REA | “4atune 7 N ea ~ 
BAD LIAR. asour? J\ YESTERDAY. 
Ki a 










































































































































































( WANS OH, MAEKAWA- 
a DO YOU SAN, I’D 
NOT LIKE LIKE TO TALK 
=| COFFEE? WITH YOU! 
— : a i 
WHAM): ‘ 
; N 
F a ‘ 
ab | 
| 
|| 


























OKAY, 

I GET IT. 
HOW MUCH 
MONEY DO 
YOU WANT? 


‘SHIMIZU- 
SAN, 
YOU'RE SO 
INTERESTING. 


TING SUN, FORBADE 
HER UNDERCLASS- 
MAN FROM TALKING 
ABOUT WHAT THEY'D 
GOTTEN UP TO THE 
NIGHT BEFORE. 


SITUATION 
HAPPENED 
IN YOUR 
LATEST 


YESTERDAY, 
HAVE 
YOU? 


WHY 
WERE YOU 
THERE IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE?! 


KNOW... 
IT WAS 
‘CALLED 


YURI! & 


AND YOU 
THOUGHT OF 
THE STORY 
ON YOUR 
OWN AFTER 
WATCHING 
THE ANIME, 
RIGHT? 


YURI MAY 
BE NAMED 
AFTER LILIES, 
BUT THESE 
FLOWERS ARE ~ 
IN DIFFERENT 
[= POSITIONS... 


THAT WAS 
MY FIRST 
TIME 
READING 
A COMIC 
ABOUT 
LESBIAN 
LOVE! 


TICKETS TO 
A FLOWER 
ARRANGE- 
MENT EXHI- 
BITION, BUT 
I WENT TO. 
THE WRONG 
EVENT 
HALL! 





KEEP THIS |! 

A SECRET! }: 
DON’T 
TELL 

ANYONE! 


ALWAYS HAD 
TO HIDE My 

PREFERENCE 
FOR YURI. 














I’VE NEVER BEEN 
ABLE TO FIND 
SOMEONE WITH 
SIMILAR TASTES, 
EVEN AMONG MY 
OTAKU FRIENDS. 














| IS SHE 
: AFTER? 
IM E 
ALWAYS 
SUSPICIOUS 
WHEN 
PEOPLE 
ACCEPT MY 
HOBBIES SO 
EASILY... WE'VE oj) 
NEVER EVEN |}! 
TALKED 
MUCH UNTIL 
NOW... 


WITHOUT 
CHANGING 
THE PRICE OR 
DEADLINE... 


THEY WANT 

TO CHANGE 

THE SPECI- 

wee 9 FICATIONS? 
wat?! = 


SHIMIZU- : 
SAN, I 4 
NEED SOME] || : 
ADVICE... | \\ ‘ 
ce is 
THAT'S oa : 
ABSURD! 


TLL CHECK WITH 
SOMEONE IN THE 
MANUFACTURING 
z DEPARTMENT, BUT 
‘ :\ FEEL UKE We'LL 
UGH, I'M : ‘ Z NEED THEM TO 
GOING E a PICK ONE OR 
TO HAVE | THE OTHER. 
TO WORK f 
“| OVERTIME, 
| WHICH MEANS: 
LESS TIME TO 
SPEND ON 
MY ZINES... 





HOW 
DO YOU 
KNOW 
WHERE 
I LIVE? 


THAT’S 
AN ABUSE 
OF YOUR 

AUTHORITY! 


I'M 
HEADING 











ON MY 
STORY- 
BOARD AS 
SOON AS I 
GET HOME. 


YOU 
SURE WERE 
WORKING 
LATE! 








es 


y 
/ (a 6o 
BUY SOME 
INGREDI- RONT 
ENTS! WASTE 
TIME 
COOKING. 
a 








MAYBE 
SHE’S NOT 
AS BAD AS 
I THOUGHT. 





YOU'RE SO 
NICE... HOME- 
COOKED 


GREAT... H 


y 



































FOOD TASTES } /, 





I JUST 
PICKED 
WHATEVER 
WAS 


(is SS CHEAP. 
aN 


a} 

SN 

Oy. \ i] 
x erey 
2Z<SAa\ 
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E 
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CAREFUL! 
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NO, THAT’S JUST 
A STORYBOARD! 
IT ONLY HAS THE 
SETTINGS FOR 
THE COMIC! 





“MY DARLING, 
PLEASE ACCEPT a 
MY FEELING: 


DON’T READ 
IT OU 


IT OUT 
LOOOOUD! 




















LET’S REALLYP SHIMIZUIS DON’T 
STOP THAT WAY, YOU 
TALKING TOO? THINK... 
TO HER. 


I DON’T 
CARE ABOUT 
FLESH AND 
BLOOD 
WOMEN! 


Mi ies} 


\wh 
\ 
| aay 


ma 





STILL 
DEVOTING 
HERSELF TO 
DRAWING FAN 
COMICS... 


NOT TRUE. 





i I THINK IT’S 
WONDERFUL 
THAT YOU 


HAVE 
SOMETHING 
YOU CAN 
DEVOTE 
YOURSELF 
TO. 


DO LIKE THE 
COMICS YOU 
TELL THAT 
YOU REALLY 
LIKE THEM! 


CHEERING 
FOR YOU! 





APOLOGIZE. 


YOU'RE 
DEFINITELY 
GOING 
TO CRY 
DURING 
EPISODE 


af 
\ / 


SHIMIZU- 
SAN! 








ESPECIALLY 
THIS LINE. 
IT HIT ME 
RIGHT IN 

THE- 


























T’LL TELL 
YOU WHAT 
I THINK 
ONCE I’VE 
FINISHED 
WATCHING 
THEM! 


i" 





*WHILE ‘ONEE-SAMA’ DIRECTLY TRANSLATES TO ‘OLDER SISTER,’ IT IS 
ALSO WIDELY USED BY BOTTOMS IN YURI MANGA TOWARD THEIR TOP, 
‘WHERE IT DENOTES RESPECT RATHER THAN A FAMILIAL RELATIONSHIP 


BE SHARED 
WITH AND 
VALUED BY 
OTHERS... 


I DO FLOWER 

OH, ARRANGEMENT 

ANOTHER 

es = 

se Th as i 
ie) 


ao e~ 
i 


AS A HOBBY. |. |! , 


AND I’M 
GOING TO 3 
BE PART 
IT ONLY OF AN Is 
HAPPENS EXHIBITION. 
ONCE A WOULD 
YEAR, YOU LIKE 


(a TO COME? 



























SHIMIZU- 
SAN, HOW 
DO I GET TO 
THE HIDDEN 
STAGE? 


PUSH 
THE BOX IN 
FRONT OF 
THE GOAL. 


IT’S BEST TO KEEP 
IN MIND THAT THESE 
DIFFERENCES EXIST. 
HOWEVER, I HOPE 
YOU CAN VIEW A 
NUMBER OF SERIES 
AND FIND THE YURI 
THAT SPEAKS TO 
YOU THE MOST. 


RATHER THAN 
LEARN ABOUT IT, 
I THINK IT’S BEST 
TO GET YOU USED 
TO THE SUBJECT 
MATTER. TO BEGIN 
WITH, I’LL HAVE YOU 
READ MY RECOM- 
MENDATIONS. 































“YURI” IS MAINLY 
USED TO REFER 
TO ROMANTIC OR 
OTHERWISE CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN TWO FEMALES, 
BUT IT CAN ALSO BE 
BROADLY USED TO 
REFER TO ANY KIND 
OF RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN WOMEN. 


BECAUSE THERE IS 
NO SET DEFINITION, 
PEOPLE WHO SAY 
THEY LIKE YURI HAVE 
A WIDE RANGE OF 
INTERPRETATIONS 
AND PREFERENCES. 





























GOOD 
MORNING! 


I WONDER 
IF SHE HAS A 
3 BOYFRIEND. — 
=| MAEKAWA- 

SAN IS AS 
=] ENERGETIC 
AS ALWAYS. 





EVERYONE 
uP. 


MAEKAWA 
IS SO 
POPULAR! 
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[\ MORNING, 
MAEKAWA- 











I 
WATCHED 
THE DVDS 


ME! 






THEY, 
WERE 
INTERESTING! 





IT’S OUR 
SECRET, 
ONEE- 
SAMA. 
~ PEOPLE 


ARE 
WATCHING! 


BUT EVER UNTIL NOW, 


WE TALK SINCE SHE WE’VE ONLY MAEKAWA, 
OFTEN. FOUND OUT EVER BRIEFLY 
THAT I CREATE GREETED 
FAN ZINES... EACH OTHER. 


THIS 1S 
HER 3RD 

















SHE At 








IT WASN’T 
IN THE 
SAME DAY AS 
THE COMIC 
CONVENTION. 


SHIMIZU, 
CAN I 


MOMENT? 















YOU JUST 
WANT AN 
EXCUSE TO 




















GO DRINKING, 
DON’T YOU? 
T’LL PASS. 






A PARTY 

TO UNITE THE 
SALES AND R&D 
DEPARTMENTS? 


saivs WOU 
tHONDOGM 










THIS IS AN 
ORDER FROM 
YOUR BOSS. 





RECENTLY THE 
DEPARTMENTS 
HAVEN’T BEEN 

GETTING ALONG. 

































CAN'T YOU 
GROW UP NO WAY. WHICH IS 
AND START YOU DO WHY YOU’RE 
SPENDING ALL OF IT. IN CHARGE 
MORE OF GETTING 
= \ TIME WITH THE RED 
ey; ‘aaa WORKERS 


(\ TO GO. 







OTAKU 
ARE 

BUSY 

PEOPLE. 


I’LL ROUND 
EVERYONE 
UP, BUT CAN 
YOU AT LEAST 
GET THE 
WORD OUT... 
GENERAL 
AFFAIRS? 


TO 
GENERAL 


AFFAIRS? nates 


THERE’S: 
NO 
HELPING 
It 
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© @7INGIHIS 


A 
DRINKING 
PARTY? 










WELL, 
MAEKAWA 
IS CUTE. 


I’M NOT 


GOING 
AFTER 
HER! 





YOU’RE 
CLOSE WITH 
MAEKAWA, 
RIGHT? GET 

HER TO 
SPREAD THE 

WORD. 



























































DIDN’T YOU 
BREAK UP 
WITH YOUR 

GIRLFRIEND? 


DANG 
YEAH, LAST i) * ous 
ee jivly 
YOU ASK? \"\ = 
y = 
eed 
ons \\ DONG 


YOU'RE 
GOING 
TOO, 
SHIMIZU- 


OKAY! 
T’LL TELL 
THE 


I WAS TOLD 
TO INVITE 
EVERYONE 

IN GENERAL 


I’M GLAD 

‘SHE'LL TELL 

EVERYONE 
IN MY 
PLACE... 


BUT I FEEL 
BAD BECAUSE 
IT SEEMS 
LIKE I'M 
USING HER. 


8 gg 


THERE WERE 
SOME THINGS 
IDIDNT ARE YOU 
UNDERSTAND. . WATCHING 
THIS AT MY 
PLACE? 








THAT 
THEY HAVE 
OVERCOME 
THE ROLES OF 
UPPER- AND 
LOWERCLASSMEN! 
YES... 


MY 
IMAGINATION 
TAKES FLIGHT AND 
I FIND MYSELF 
SUSPENDED BY 
THE BELIEF IN MY 


HEADCANON...! 
t Y/ 
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THIS 
PASSIONATE 
GAZE 
MEANS... 


STILL, WHEN 
I SENSE 
THE HIDDEN 
POTENTIAL 
IN EACH 
AND EVERY 
SECOND OF 
THE ORIGINAL 
SERIES’ 
SUBTEXT... 


A S 


AND GIRL A 
AND BEAUTY 
B ARE EVEN 
LOOKING AT 
EACH OTHER! 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
UNDERSTAND, 


WE FAN 
ARTISTS ARE 
WRETCHED 
OUTCASTS WHO 
SHOULD BE 
PUNISHED FOR 
BENDING THE 
ORIGINAL WORK’S 
IDEAS TO OUR 
OWN WILLS... 


LOOK! 
THEY’RE ON 
THE SAME 
SCREEN! 








STORIES TO TAKE 
[FORM SO, THAT I 


rg \ 


CAN SHARE THEM 


I THINK 
IT’S WON- 
DERFUL! 
































BUT THAT 

THIS WAS 

HER TRUE 
SMILE. 


a 
WHAT 


ro 

SERIOUS! } 

| | | IS THIS 
Mm SQUEEZING 
: FEELING IN 
il MY CHEST? 


I DON'T 
CARE 
7 ABOUT 
a FLESH AND 
q BLOOD 


S 
PLEASE BE 
QUIET. WOMEN! 


I HAVE 
FEELINGS 
P 








NAA | peo 
eeu \ ey | DN, 





HAVING TO 

COME HERE 

AND DRINK 
WITH ALL 


WHAT’S 
UP WITH 
YOU? 
YOU'VE GOT 
A FOAM 
MUSTACHE. 


WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN YOU'RE 
NOT AFTER HER? 
THAT'S A LIE IF I 
EVER HEARD ONE, 
IKIDOGUCHIIII! 


HAPPENS 
BETWEEN 
THEM! 








BEEN GETTING 
ENOUGH 
SLEEP, SO THE 
ALCOHOL HIT 
HARDER THAN 
I EXPECTED. 


THIS IS 
BAD. 


SHIMIZU- 
KUN, DON’T 
YOU WANT 




















| 
\ 
% 


wn 
wo 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


YOU AND 


KIDOGUCHI 

SEEMED TO 

BE GETTING 
ALONG. 










WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING... 


ABOUT?! 




















ISN'T SHE 
nS 
AAP Yn 
© ye! 





kipoGucHt-| | 
SAN TOLD 
ME THAT... 


PLEASE 
GO TO 
SLEEP! 


RECENTLY 
YOU'VE BEEN 
PUSHING 
YOURSELF 
TOO HARD. 























EMBAR- 
RASSING. 


HE ALSO 
ASKED ME TO 
GET ALONG 
WITH YOU 
BECAUSE YOU 
DON’T HAVE 
MANY GIRL 


> FRIENDS. 





a 
4 WHAT 
owt KIND OF 


Re 7 ~ | / IT’S PART PLOT u 
F MY JOB 1) TY 
= oo MAKE iets 
SURE OTHER 
WORKERS, THIS?! = 
STAY 


ras > 
SY HEALTHY... 


*NOT LISTENING. 









































FORGET 
ABOUT IT 
AND SLEEP! 


SHE MUST 





HAVE BEEN 
EXHAUSTED. 










































































IT STIL 
HAD NO 


E THAT SHOULD | 





ed Tritt) 
ExINGLISHED| A pepe mo; 
7 
i 
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Makoto Shimizu 
(29 years old) 


October 23rd 


RgD Software 
Department 


5 ft. 5 in. 


Type O 





Profiles 


Birthday 


Department 
Height 


Blood Tupe 





Akane Maekawa 
(25 years old) 


February 6th 


General Affairs 


5 ft. O in. 


Type AB 


Armin 


Ina i é 


—__—— $ 
TIRNTINTISTINININTIININTINSININTSTSIS SIS SISTEISTVS LISILY 










































PANN WANA. 
\AL] ZS TRAST STS ART MY) 
ik WAvavaway, BBAAAEEY 


KS (00MSSAZE 

WYNN 
NALLY, 
STTSIKY, 





THE COMIC Z 
CONVENTION... 







IT IS ALSO 
=a THEIR 
my BATTLEGROUND. 














TODAY IT’S 
NOT JUST 
YURI. ALL 
GENRES ARE 
BEING SOLD, 
SO THERE’LL 











OTAKU HAVE 
THE WILLPOWER TO 
TRAVERSE ANY FLAMING 
INFERNO OR FREEZING 
TUNDRA TO FIND THEIR 
FATED FAN ZINE.../ 











) } ay FEVER WILL 
: COME BACK THERE ARE 
IF YOU SO MANY 






YEAH, GET TOO 


YEAH, ff : EXCITED! PEOPLE! 
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Chapter 3 






























THANKS 
FOR TAKING. 
CARE OF 


























a : NC P a 
é \\ e cD >. 
y \/ N/ SPLAS 
WHEN IS , » 
eX é 


THE NEXT 
ONE? 





SH \ 
( 
LO i 


DIDN’T 


GUESS IT’S 
FINE, SINCE I I SPILL 
CAN MAKE IT wow, INK ON MY 
YOU MUST MANUSCRIPT 
BACK THEN? 


IN TIME FOR 
THE COMIC Ne raSi 
CONVENTION | NIGHTMARE! 





THAT’S RIGHT! 
COMIC CONVENTIONS 
ARE THE ONLY TIME I 
DON’T HAVE TO HIDE 
MY OTAKU SIDE! THEY 


ARE HEAVENLY PLACES. 
WHERE OTAKU CAN 
FORGET ABOUT THEIR 


EVERYDAY LIVES AND 
REST THEIR SOULS... WANT TO 
SEE PEOPLE 


















WAY, HOW 
ARE YOU 
FEELING? 








\\ 


.FINE. 


MY HEART 
SKIPPED 
A BEAT! 


BUT IT’S 
YOUR JOB 
TO TAKE 
CARE OF 
YOURSELF. 


THE 
CONVENTION 
ISN’T THIS 


Ba 
PROMISE 
IT’S LOW! 





TO SEEING 
MY FAN 


WANT TO 
DISAPPOINT 





ONLY 
BECAUSE 
YOU WANT 
TO GO, AM 
I RIGHT? 


i) 
AME WITH YOU! 
RICH BOYFRIENDS § 

FANTASY? OR SOMETHING. 


YOURSELF 
TOO HARD, 


I’M TAKING 











YOU HOME! i] 


NOT 


LISTENING. 
MY 


RELATIONSHIPS 
NEVER LAST 


THAT'S 


I WAS JUST 
RELIEVED TO 
HAVE A FRIEND 
WHO'S ALSO { 

SINGLE! 


WHEN YOU / THINGS 

GET TREATED / ARE ALWAYS 
TO NICE \ “DA 

MEALS AND 

EXPENSIVE 

PRESENTS. 


ACT LIKE 

THAT YOU'LL]! [7% 
NEVER GET Lf | // 
MARRIED. 


5 ARE YOU 


OKAY? 


I THINK IT’S 
BETTER TO 
END THINGS 

QUICKLY ONCE 

YOU’RE BORED! 


THAT'S 
SHOCKING 
BUT VERY 

PRAGMATIC 
OF YOU. 


THE MOST 

FUN RIGHT 

AFTER YOU 
START 
DATING! 


THINGS GET 
REAL WHEN 

THEY SAY WE 
&) stout Move 
TN TOGETHER! 








BOOTH? 


THIS IS 
SO FUN AND 
REFRESHING! 
SO THIS IS 
THE COMIC 
YOU WORKED 
SO HARD ON, 


SHIMIZU-SAN. 








BUT 
HAVING 
SOMEONE 
HERE WITH 
ME... 


I'LL DO 
MY BEST SO 
THAT MANY 
PEOPLE CAN 
READ YOUR 





ANYTHING 


SERIOUSLY, 
MAYBE A YOU’VE DONE 
PRESENT? 

BUT YOU’RE 


ME RECENTLY! 
USED TO 


I WANT TO 
GETTING NICE REPAY YOU. 
THINGS... 


SHIMIZU- 
SANTOS RE OH, I 
KNOW! I’LL 
TREAT YOU 
TO DINNER! 


I’M SURE 
THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF 

PEOPLE YOU 
COULD TALK 

TO, NOT 

JUST ME! 




























I'VE 
OFFERED 


DON’T YOU | TO TREAT 















































WHEN I 
JOINED THE 
COMPANY. 




















il 


Z \ 
a.) Ki =] 
(Oc Mihi 





iH, si i 
4 ini at i 


- SI 
SS ip 
WwW 





TAK T LOVED 
YOU VERY 
PREVIOUS 
MUCHE WORK. 

















I REMEMBER 
HER FROM 
IT TAKES THE LAST 
ALOT OF CONVENTION. 
COURAGE TO 
START UP A 
CONVERSATION. 


I’M 
THANKFUL 
FOR HER 
DOING 
so. 


SINCE YOU 
BOTH LIKE 
THE SAME 

THINGS, 

‘SHOULDN'T 


ARTIST YOU 
LIKED THEIR 


INTIMATE AS. 

CONFESSING 
YOUR LOVE 
TO THEM! 


THIS IS 
THE PLACE 
OVERFLOWING 
WITH OUR 
LOVE AND 
DESIRE FOR 
THE SERIES, 
MAEKAWA! 












































WHEN DID 
YOU LOOK 
THROUGH 


THINGS?! 


THANKS, 
I APPRECIATE 
IT. 


I'VE 
FORGOTTEN... 


WHAT IT’S 
LIKE TO FEEL 
LIKE THAT. 


BY THE WAY, 
I THOUGHT 
THAT ALL FAN 
ZINES WERE 
PERVERTED 
LIKE THE KIND 
YOU HAVE, BUT 
THAT DOESN’T 
SEEM TO BE 
THE CASE! 


I THINK 
I’VE GOTTEN THE 
HANG OF THINGS, 
SO YOU CAN GO 
CONFESS YOUR 
LOVE TO THE 
OTHER ARTISTS. 








YOU’RE 
MAEKAWA- 
SAN, RIGHT? 




















BE HARD TO 
TALK ABOUT 
IT WITH THE 
PEOPLE IN YOUR 
DEPARTMENT. 


LIKE I CAN 
TREAT HER 
LIKE ONE OF 
THE GUYS. 


BUT I 
HOPE YOU 
FIND WORK 

YOU LIKE 

HERE. 




















SHE’S 
THE EXACT 
OPPOSITE 


LTT 


























SHIMIZU- 


Se SAN 
4 REALLY... 
t — 

Se 

D> 
Vy 7. 

[7 
/ 













































«»PISSES 








GETTING HIT 
ON IN THIS 
SACRED 
PLACE?! 


AS IF I'D 
LET THAT 
HAPPEN! 











11 
Ww 
oa 

fies We 


SHIMIZU- 
SAN! 


















































ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT, 
MAEKAWA?! 









WHAT? I 
INTERRUPTED 
YOU? 


™ IN JAPAN, MANGA CREATORS ARE REFERRED TO AS “SENSEI,” MUCH LIKE TEACHERS AND DOCTORS. 





WHAT ; 
ARE YOU peas 
DOING IN FROM YOU 


A PLACE 
ere INA LONG 























MAEKAWA- 
SENSEI*? 








: 
: 
= 


Q 
a 
& 
¥ 





een BO ITI 
SAAR AAA AD RRR Roe 
\ re BOCA DK KRAPR 

roy y. ae WN KY 


INN 7 YOR 
WHY DID es SO0 val K TON 


HE CALL HER $ 
“SENSEI”? iF 


SHOULD I 
NOT ASK... 


ABOUT 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 
JUST NOW? 

















UH, THAT’S 
NOT WHAT 
I MEANT... 


AS YOUR 


WORK |¥s 
SUPERIOR! | J 








4 
7~\°" -[ mer 





$a 
WA OG 
yf 
\ THEN I 
GUESS 
THERE’S NO 


HELPING IT! 


























SHIMIZU- 
SAN, HAVE 
YOU ALWAYS 
LIKED 
I USED TO DRAWING? 
COPY MY i 
FAVORITE 
COMICS. 





































BECAUSE 
MY ART MADE 
MY FATHER 







I LOVED 
DRAWING... 


































































































































































































I WAS OLD 
ENOUGH TO 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT MY 
PARENTS 
DIDN’T GET 
ALONG. 







































































IN 
THE END, 
THEY GOT 

DIVORCED. 










MOTHER 
AND I LIVED 
TOGETHER. 


I WANTED 
TO HELP MY 
MOTHER, WHO 
HAD TO WORK 
\ HARD TO 

SUPPORT 


I WAS A ~ I DEBUTED 
MANGA > IN HIGH SCHOOL 
j AFTER ENTERING A 
ARTIST. COMIC CONTEST, 
HOPING TO GET 
THE PRIZE MONEY. 





: ANOTHER 

DAD, REASON I 
SISN’T.-THIS:: BECAME AN 
-AMAZING?.: ARTIST... 


SO THAT 
MY FATHER 
WOULD PRAISE 
ME THE WAY 
HE USED TO. 


“CAN'T: MAKE © 
A LIVING OFF 
‘OF.COMICS.”: 





= LUMP.'US": 
“TOGETHER! 


























































I FOCUSED 
ON BECOMING 
A SUCCESS. 


INK: YOU'RE: 
1 














“= LOVE STORY: 
“SAND-YOU'RE:: 


“OUR LINE! 
SHOW. HOW. 

e) - PBORED:YOU 
2) WERE: WHIL 


















































I’M NOT 
WRONG! 


: eR COMICS. 3 
































THIS‘ONE iS 
WAY: MORE : 
INTERESTING! | [225 


SHER STORIES : SS 
SSSSUST!SEEM | Bs os 
"SO. BLAND." SSREALLY?: 
SICAN'T: GET. BUT. SHE’S:: 
INTO. THEM. is “POPULAR 
: : “LATELY, 


SOON 
FORGET... 








THE MORE 
I DREW, 
THE MORE 
I SUFFERED. 
IN TIME, I 
STOPPED 
DRAWING. 


ONLY TO 
PROVE THOSE 
AROUND ME 


MY 
STANDARDS 
KEPT GETTING 
HIGHER AND 
HIGHER... 








I BECAME 
UNABLE 
TO SEE 

ANYTHING 
IN THAT 
WORLD. 


I GAVE UP 
EASILY, SOT 
PROBABLY 
WASN'T CUT 
OUT FOR IT 


ANYWAY. 


I WAS 
RIGHT 
TO FIND 


YOUR FACE 
SAYS MY 
STORY WAS 
DEPRESSING 
AND YOU'RE 
NOT SURE 
WHAT TO 
SAY. 

















I’M GLAD 
TO MEET 
SOMEONE 
ELSE WITH 
EXPERIENCE. 


PLEASE 
DRAW 


SORRY 
I TALKED 
SO MUCH 

ABOUT 

MYSELF. 


sO YOU 
ALSO DREW 
COMICS! 


I KNOW IT 
WAS HARD 





IT’S SUCH 
A SHAME 
THAT YOU 
QUIT AFTER 
FAILING JUST 
ONCE. 


PEOPLE 
WHO QUIT 








REALLY! 
YOU’RE 


A GOOD 
PERSON, 
MAEKAWA! 















YOU’RE 
SO NAIVE. 


i 





IT WAS A 
LIE THAT 
YOU GOT 
LOST AND 
FOUND. 
YOURSELF 


EASILY JUST 
BECAUSE I 
PRETENDED TO 
UNDERSTAND 


HEY, YOU 
SHOULD 
TURN YOUR 
PHONE OFF. 





I HAD FUN 
TEASING 


BUT I RAN 
INTO AN OLD 
EDITOR, SO 
I’M DONE. 


TO STOP BY 
SOMEWHERE 
BEFORE GOING 
HOME. BYE! 



































WHEN IT 
WAS MY 
JOB, I DREW 
SO MUCH 
THAT I GOT 


SICK OF IT. 
NS 


AT LEAST 
IT WAS 
A GOOD 
WASTE 
OF TIME! 








MAEKAWA! 

























































































»-HATE 
YOU, 
SHIMIZU- 
SAN. 


WHEN 
THEY’RE 


HURTS TO 
OUT OF MY 
REACH. CONTINUE 


LOVING 
THINGS... 


NOT THAT 
I’M ONE 
TO TALK. 





DOING BUT 
NOTHING ISN’T MAEKAWA... 
GOING TO 
MAKE IT HURT 
ANY LESS. 
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THEY KEPT 
FIGHTING 
OVER TRIVIAL 
THINGS 
AGAIN.. 




















YOUR 
MEETING 
JUST NOW 
FINISHED? 





I'D 
RATHER 
NOT HAVE 
TO WORK 
FOR THE 
REST OF 
MY LIFE... 


VA 


I DON’T CARE 
WHAT KIND OF 
WORK I DO 
AS LONG AS 
IT’S ENOUGH 
TO FUND MY 
HEDONISTIC 
LIFESTYLE. 


ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
STAY ON THE 
PATH OF AN 
ENGINEER OR 
AIM FOR UPPER 
MANAGEMENT? 


CAN’T 
YOU TAKE 
ANYTHING 

SERIOUSLY? 























EVEN 
THOUGH I’M BEEN WORKING 
A “LEADER,” LATE RECENTLY, 
I’M NEVER BOSS. 

PUT IN 
CHARGE OF 
ANYTHING. 


YOU'VE 


GOING TO 
MEETINGS 
IS JUST 
A WASTE 
OF TIME. 


YOU BETTER 
NOT REGRET 
SAYING 
THINGS 
LIKE THAT 
LATER ON. 





DON’T 
ASSUME IT’S 

MY FAULT oe . APOLOGIZE 
WHEN YOU | \ 4 TO HER! 


DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING! 









































yi 






\\lf 


I HATE 
YoU. 








FRIENDSHIPS, 

WITH FLESH 

AND BLOOD 
GIRLS SURE ARE 

SHORT-LIVED. ss 








JUST TO HAVE 
EXPERIENCED 


g 





NO, 
I’M THE 


ne 




















I ORDERED 
SOME OF 
HER OLD 
COMICS. 














DIG UP 
YOUR DARK 
PAST AND FIND 
ALL OF YOUR 
SHORTCOMINGS! 


HER ART 
REALLY IS 


SO THIS 
STORY IS IS HER 
A LITTLE DEBUT 
CLICHED... 











EVERYTHING 

IS DELICATE 

AND FEELS 
SO REAL. 


\ SS Mfg 


le ) 
lan OG 


DEFINITELY 
SERIOUS WHILE 
DRAWING 
THIS. 


DENTALLY 
SAID THAT 
SHE GAVE 
UP AFTER 
JUST ONE 
FAILURE... 








FEELING 
GUILTY 


BESIDES, 
SHE 
SHE’S THE | | VERBALLY eS AA 





HELLO? 


YOU REALLY 
PICKED UP, 
MAEKAWA! 


YOu 
CALLED MY 
NUMBER. 








MAEKAWA FROM 
GENERAL AFFAIRS 





I WANT YOU 
TO TEACH ME 
HOW TO DRAW 
MANGA! 


HEY, GET 
OUT HERE! 
AT LEAST 
LISTEN 
TO WHAT 


OR 
WOULD 
YOU RATHER 
I READ YOUR 
MANGA OUT 
LOUD UNTIL 
YOU GIVE IN? 


GOING 
TO BOTHER 
MY NEIGH- 














USUALLY 


YOU 
REALLY ARE 
AMAZING! 


YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN 
DRAW THE 

STORIES 

YOU COME 

UP WITH! 


SINCE IN ANY 
YOU'RE CASE, 

JUST DOING IT PLEASE! 
AS A HOBBY, 

YOU SHOULD 

DRAW HOW 

YOU WANT 

TO. 


ANYONE 
CAN DO 
THAT 
MUCH. 


IT JUST 
DIDN’T SEEM 
LIKE YOU 
FELT THAT 
WAY WHILE 
DRAWING. 
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I WANT 
TO DRAW 
COMICS THAT 
CAN INSPIRE 
OTHERS, 
TOO! 


PLEASE USE 
WORDS I 
UNDERSTAND. 


DRAWING 
WHAT I 
WANT STILL 
REQUIRES 
SKILL! 


READING 
YOUR 
COMICS 
MADE ME 
COME HERE 
AND ASK 
YOU TO 
TEACH ME. 


ALSO, IF 
I’M ABLE TO 
CREATE CONTENT 
THAT SHOWS OFF 
THE APPEAL OF MY 
OTP TO ITS HIGHEST 
LEVEL, MAYBE I’LL 
BE ABLE TO INSPIRE 
OTHER FAN-ZINE- 
DRAWING GODS 
TO CREATE 
CONTENT FOR 
THAT SHIP... 





IF YOU’RE 
TOO EAGER 
TO DRAW, 
YOUR LINES 
WILL BE 
MESSY AND 
HARD TO 
TAKE IN. 


AN EXCUSE 
FOR YOUR 
BEING UNABLE 
TO DRAW THE 
PERFECT 
LINE. 


WAS 
WHAT I 
FOUND 

THE MOST 

FUN. 





You 
DON’T 
INTEND TO 
TEACH ME 
ANYTHING! 


THAT’S MY 
ENTIRE 
STYLE! 


USING 
TRIAL AND 
ERROR TO SEE 
HOW I COULD 
INCORPORATE 
THE THINGS I 
HAD LEARNED 
INTO MY OWN 
WORKS... 














PRACTICE 
DRAWING 
A STRAIGHT 


YOU'RE 
A GREAT 
ARTIST, SO 
TEACH ME 
HOW YOU 
GOT SO 
GOOD SO 
QUICKLY. 


I DIDN’T 
USE ANY 
PARTICULAR 
METHODS. 
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YOU 
DON’T 
EXPRESS 
EMOTIONS 
JUST 
THROUGH 
DIALOGUE 
AND EX- 
PRESSIONS. 


THE 
CHARACTERS 
YOU DRAW 
SHOULD 
LOOK AS 
REALISTIC 
AS LIVING 
HUMANS. 


DRAW ONE 
LINE AFTER (— 


WHENSYOUR 
STORY STARTS 
TOYCOME 
ALIVE... 


ANOTHER ae 





IM 
BORED! I 
IF WANT TO 


PRACTICE 
ie eecor SOMETHING 
ELSE! 


EASILY, 
YOU'LL 
NEVER GET 
BETTER... 


MOVE THAT 
YOU'RE 
DOING! 


ALWAYS, 
LOOK AT HOW 
THE PEOPLE 
AROUND YOU 
MOVE AND 
ACT. 





FOR YOU 
TO LEARN.~ | 
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MAEKAWA- 
SENSEI... 


| 


YOU CAN’T 
LEAVE UNTIL 
I SAY IT’S 
OKAY TO. 
MORNING 
SUNLIGHT 
BURNS MY 
‘OH SENSEI, , 
THAT WAS 
SUCH A j \. 
PASSIONATE 
LINE. KYAA... \ NN . < 

















YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 
DOING? 


YOURSELF, 
ASSHOLE! 








I CAN’T 
MAKE THEM 
DISAPPEAR 
FOR YOU... 


WHO 
CAN RESOLVE 
PROBLEMS 
FROM YOUR 
PAST. 


TO WHAT 
WAS FUN 





SERIOUSLY, 
WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


WHAT 
THEY’RE 
THINKING. 


IMPROVED 

AT ALL! ARE 

{) YOU EVEN 
TRYING?! 








TO [oS 


was: Puy’ 
IN THE ‘ 
PAST. i } _— 
| /) 
x \ 
7. Ve ee, XE 











AX | 
EOS 


SAW 



































117 


DID YOU 
MAKE UP WITH 
SHIMIZU? 


PLEASE 
GET ALONG 
WITH HER- 


KIDOGUCHI- 
SAN, YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
WORRYING 
ABOUT 
SHIMIZU- 


WE’RE IN 
THE BUSY 
SEASON, SO 
YOU MUST 
HAVE A LOT 


I’M JUST 
GETTING RID 
OF SOME 
PAPERWORK. 





YOU AND 
SHIMIZU- 
SAN USED 
TO DATE, 
RIGHT? 


I THINK 
YOU’RE BETTER 
OFF FOCUSING 
ON YOUR LOVE 

LIFE THAN 

WORRYING 
ABOUT ME. 


SMILE 
DOESN’T 
REACH 
YOUR 
EYES. 





DO YOU 
HAVE ANY 
LINGERING 

ATTACHMENT 

TO HER? 


YEAH, BUT 
THAT WAS 
A LONG 
SHE ALWAYS TIME AGO. 
WANTED TO DO 
HER OWN THING 


WHENEVER SHE 
HAD FREE 
TIME... 


IF YOU 
DO, T’LL 
SUPPORT 
YOU! 


WELL, I 
SUPPOSE 
I AGREE. 


SHE TENDS TO 
DO WHAT SHE 


WANTS AND 
PROCRASTINATE 
WHEN IT COMES. 


BUT I’M 
TO HER OWN A LITTLE 
PROBLEMS... WORRIED. 





YOU'RE 
LEAVING 
WORK 
LATE 
TONIGHT. 


“Os 


THE I 
STOCKHOLDERS’ Y 
MEETING IS 
COMING UP 
PLEASE, 


SOON. ote » 
DON’T LOOK é 
Nad BY} SO HAPPY Aswnrc 
TO SEE ME. zi LAA 


Pee 


SMART FOR, 
THINKING 
OF THAT. 


mayse \ “py SOMETIMES 
YOU IT MAKES, 
SHOULD ME LATE 


LEAVE IN THE 
EARLIER. MORNINGS. 


I CAN'T 
KEEP THE 
tae £ 7 CONVER- 
SATION 
WAITING GOING! 
FOR ME 
OH, RIGHT! I 
V ‘STILL HAVEN'T 
TREATED YOU 
TO DINNER YET. 


WANT TO STOP 
‘SOMEWHERE? 


UNTIL NOW, 
I ALWAYS 








IF I’M TOO 
INSISTENT 
SHELL REALLY| 
START TO 
HATE ME... 





THANKS. 
FOR 
WAITING! 


VINEGAR 
AND BLACK 
PEPPER ARE 
GOOD, TOO! 


YM DIGGING IN~! 


/ 
q 
\ \\ ARE YOU 
\ PRACTICING 
‘ iit YOUR 
\S ARTWORK? 
f 


KIDDING! I 
PRACTICE 
SOMETIMES! 





HAVE TO B BECAUSE 
GO SO YOU THOUGHT 
FAR. IT WOULD MAKE 
ME WANT TO 
SAY THAT! DRAW COMICS 
AGAIN, RIGHT? 


WHY DID 
YOU HAVE TO 
THANK ME BY 
TREATING ME 

TO RAMEN? 


I CAN’T 
JUST 
IGNORE 


COMPLAIN. I 
JUST BOUGHT A 
LIMITED EDITION 
DVD BOX SET AND 
A COLLECTION PLUS, IF I 
OF ARTBOOKS, GET YOU 
SO I DON’T HAVE \ DRAWING 
ANY MONEY. AGAIN, I 
: MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO 
CONVINCE 


DRAW GOD- 
TIER FAN 
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I’M NOT 
GOOD AT 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
MYSELF. 


ABOUT 
MY PAST. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WOULDN’T 
HAVE DATED HIM 
IF YOU WANTED 

TO FOCUS ON 

YOUR OWN 
HOBBIES FROM 
THE BEGINNING. 





11's 
ag NOT THAT 
“| INTERESTING, 
REALLY. 


I WAS 
TEASED 

“3 BY PEOPLE 

OVER ASKING IF 
THAT? : I WAS A 


“3 NONE OF 
THE GIRLS IN 


LESBIAN. 


MY CLASS 
WANTED TO BE 
THEY MY FRIEND. 
WERE JUST 
KIDS. 


I THOUGHT 
SOMETHING 
WOULD 
CHANGE IF 
WE STARTED 


NOTHING DATING: 


DID! 


BACK 
WHEN I 
WAS IN 

SCHOOL... 


o BUT IT 
2} BOTHERED 
ME, SO I 
WANTED TO 
KIDOGUCH! | PROVE THEM 
AND I GET WRONG. 
ALONG. 
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I DIDN’T 
WANT TO BE 
ANYTHING. 


YOU'VE 
CHANGED A 
LOT, SHIMIZU- 








I WANT 
TO 
CHANGE. 














\ YOU'RE 










































DON’T \| BAD AT 
WORRY. A CHEERING 
ick PEOPLE UP. 
USED 
TO IT. 
/M NOT 
INTERESTED 4 . y H 
IN WHO 5 
D-DON’T 
YOU LIKE. \ ( Ger ANY. A! 
WEIRD 
= IDEAS! 
- on f.) (J Pa 
ait 


- 
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I CAN’T RUN 
AWAY FROM 
MYSELF. 


(4 





























SHE WOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
ENJOY IT. 


I WAS SURE 
THAT IF 
MAEKAWA 
STARTED 
DRAWING 





IF THAT 
HAPPENS... 


THAT I WON’T f SHE MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO : GO SO FAR 
REACH HER. Se AWAY... 
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WHY 
ARE YOU 
WEARING 

THAT?! 

















IF YOU 
CONTINUE 
YOU EVEN TO ACT LIKE 
MADE ONE THE HERO OF 
GIRL QUIT A SPORTS 
DRAWING SERIES FROM 
BECAUSE OF THE SHOWA 
SOMETHING ERA, YOU’LL 
YOU SAID! JUST BOTHER 
THE YOUNGER 
EDITORS! 
7 yo YOU, 
ERENT 
| H Wen HER 
1 EDITOR 














ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
MAEKAWA- 
SENSEI? 





’ YUMENO- 
TeSFiMe SENSEI IS 
FOR THATY HAVING A HARD 

TIME DRAWING 
A SCENE, SO I’M 
HELPING OUT. 















IT JUST 
DOESN’T 
LOOK 
RIGHT. 
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SHE NEEDS 
TO GROW AS. 
A PERSON. 


YOU’RE 
STILL 
SAYING 
THAT? 


BEFORE HER 
WORK CAN BE 
IMPROVED... 








SHE’S 
JUST 
TAKING 
ALONG 
BREAK. 


THIS WILL 
GIVE HER A 
CHANCE TO 


EXPERIENCE 
OTHER TYPES 
OF WORK. 


YOUNG AND 
ALL EDITORS PASSIONATE WILL 
WANT THEIR: / ONLY GIVE YOU 
AUTHORS TO \ A MOMENT IN 
PUBLISH FOR THE SPOTLIGHT. 
LONG PERIODS 
OF TIME, DON’T 
THEY? 


PART 
OF IT WAS 
MY FAULT, 
FOR NOT 
SUPPORTING 
HER ENOUGH... 


SHE 
WAS f} é 
FAIRLY a NOI 


NO POINT IF 

NAIVE. THEY STOP 
PUBLISHING 
ALTOGETHER! 
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I WONDER 
WHAT 

MAEKAWA 
LIKES. 



































SHE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
FINE IF SHE 
HAD SOMEONE 
TO SUPPORT 
HER... 


























SHE MUST 
HAVE USED 
UP ALL HER 

ENERGY. 


I'LL JUST 
IT’s GRAB A 
ONLY VARIETY. 
NATURAL 
THAT SHE 
PASSED 
OUT. 








I CAN’T 
BELIEVE 
THE STATE 
I FOUND 
HER IN... 
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BUT IF SHE 
DOESN’T SLOW 
DOWN, SHELL 
COLLAPSE 
AGAIN... 


I WONDER 
IF SHE’LL 
QUIT HER 

JOB. 


I WONDER 
IF SHE WANTS 
TO RETURN 
TO BEING A 
COMIC ARTIST. 











ARE YOU 
FEELING 
BETTER? 















YOU SAID 
YOURSELF THAT IS THAT 
IT’S GOOD TO SO? I’M 
FOCUS, BUT SORRY. 
TAKING BREAKS. 
IS IMPORTANT. 




















































































































































































































WANT TO 
GO BACK 
TO BEING 
A MANGA 
ARTIST? 


BUT 
ANOTHER - 
PART OF ME | *\ \>~" PART OF 


IS AFRAID ME WANTS 


TO FAIL TOs 
AGAIN. 














IT’S ¢ YES, BUT 
BECAUSE § YOU CAN DRAW 
OF THAT MANGA WITHOUT 
PRIDE PUBLISHING IT. 
THAT YOU 
COLLAPSED! 
YOU PUSHED 
YOURSELF 
TOO HARD UP UNTIL 
DESPITE NOW, YOU'VE 
NOT BEING i ALWAYS 
MENTALLY fp ENCOURAGED 
PREPARED. ME TO DRAW! 





PLEASE 
DON’T 
DISTURB ME 
ANYMORE! 














I DON’T CARE 
ABOUT MYSELF 
THAT MUCH. 


I DON’T 
WANT TO 


OPINION ONTO 
YOU. BUT... 





DON’T 
SAY THAT 
YOU DON’T 
CARE ABOUT 
YOURSELF! 











TO MAKE 
A PHONE 
CALL. 


YOU 
WAIT 
HERE? 



















YES. I’M 
_ | OFF WORK | 
TODAY. 






SHOULD 
VISIT HER 
SOMETIMES, 
TOO. 






I CAME 
TO VISIT 













YOUR 
GRAND- MOM, 
MOTHER. CAN YOU 





TALK 





SAID YOU 
WANTED. 
TO ASK ME 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT 
WORK? 





INHERITED 


THE WEIRDEST 7 
HABITS FROM 
YOUR 
FATHER. YOU ALWAYS 


START TO 
MUMBLE AND 


ABANDONING ACT DISTANT 


THINGS THAT 
ARE PRECIOUS 
TO YOU WHEN 

YOU GET 


de. = WHEN 


4s YOU HAVE 
OSOMETHING 


IMPORTANT 
TO SAY! 







DIVORCE 
WASN'T 
FAIR TO 










MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN ASKING 
FOR TOO 
MUCH FROM 
EACH OTHER. 







SORTED OUT 
MY FEELINGS 
REGARDING 


















I HELD 
A GRUDGE 

A BACK IN 
| THE PAST... 


BUT I h 


THINK IF IT’S S 
WHAT YOU BOTH 
MAYBE WE WANTED, GETTING 
RAISED YOU DIVORCED WAS 
A LITTLE A BETTER CHOICE 
TOO WELL. THAN FORCING 


YOURSELVES TO 
STAY TOGETHER 
FOR MY SAKE. 



























































HAVE YOU 
GOTTEN 
IN TOUCH 
WITH DAD 
LATELY? 


BECAUSE HE 
SUDDENLY 
|S STOPPED 


COMICS IN 
[> MAGAZINES: 
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YES, HE 

SAID HE 
STILL HAS 
ALL OF THE 
MAGAZINES. 


HE 
SHOULD 
HAVE JUST 
GOTTEN IN 
CONTACT 
WITH YOU 
AGAIN, BUT 
HE KEPT 





HESITATING— 


























FOR SAYING 
SOMETHING 

THAT MAY 
HAVE CAUSED 


I THINK HE 
FELT 
RESPONSIBLE... 





YOU TO QUIT. 





148 


TO BE 
ABLE TO 


MOVE 
FORWARD, 
EVEN IF HE 
CHOSE THE 

WRONG 
PATH IN 
LIFE. 


THAT 
APPLIES 
TO YOU, 

TOO. 
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I WANTED 
TO SHOW 
HIM THAT 
WHAT HE 
SAID WAS 
WRONG. 


WANTED 
TO 
IMPROVE. 





IT’S YOUR 
DECISION 








| WANT 
YOU TO 
HOLD 
YOUR CHIN 
UP AND 
CHOOSE, 
AKANE. 























IF THAT'S 
WHAT YOU NOT 
WANT. JUST 

TO DAD, 

EITHER. 





THERE ARE 
STILL THINGS 
I WANT TO 
PROVE TO. 
OTHERS. 


























AGAIN? 











IT’S FINE. 

IT’S YOUR 
DECISION, ke 
AFTER ALL. B< |\ 





OH, THAT’S 
WHAT YOU WERE 
APOLOGIZING 
FOR? IT’S OKAY. 
I FORGOT ALL 
ABOUT THAT. 


I TOOK MY 
ANGER OUT 
ON YOU EVEN 
THOUGH IT 
WAS MY OWN 
PROBLEM. 


SOIT 
BOTHERED 
HER, TOO... 


WITH THAT 
REACTION?! 


















































I DON'T 
WHETHER = EVEN HAVE 

THE A FULI 
PUBLISHER = MANUSCRIPT 
WILL EVEN YET. 
ACCEPT IT. 


STILL...f 


THERE’S 
NO WAY 
THINGS 
WOULD GO 
THAT WELL 
SO QUICKLY! 


a NIN 
/1O DRAWING 
(COMICS FOR 

YA LIVING... 


PLEASE : 
DON’T CALL } 
ME THAT. 


I FINALLY 
MET A 
{FELLOW 

} }) COMRADE... 





DO YOU 
HAVE 
SOMEONE 
NEARBY... 


JUST A 
FRIEND 


WILL DO. 


* IT DOESN'T * 
° HAVE TO BE - 
+ A BOYFRIEND. *| 


IN ORDER 
TO DO THINGS 
OVER, YOU 
NEED TO FACE 
YOUR PAST. 


WHO CAN 
BRING YOU 
BACK TO 
YOUR SENSES 
WHEN YOU'RE 
ABOUT TO BE 
SWALLOWED 
UP BY YOUR 
WORK? 





I JUST 
WANT YOU 
TO STAY NEAR 
ME, LIKE YOU 
ARE NOW. WANT YOU TO 
HELP WITH THE 


COMIC ITSELF. 





SO I... 
CAN KEEP 
HANGING 
OUT WITH 

YOU? 


THE 
THINGS 
I WAS 

WORRYING 
ABOUT 
SEEM SO 
SILLY! 


LET’S DO 
OUR BEST, 


ALREADY 
STARTING 
TO REGRET 
THIS... 





HOW 


LONG ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO HOLD MY 
HAND? YOU'RE 
IN THIS 
Sruarion: SO STRANGE. 
IF T WERE A 
BEAUTIFUL 
CAREER WOMAN 
INSTEAD OF 
MYSELF... 
I'D WANT TO 
ROOT FOR YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP! 
THAT 
AGAIN? 



































IF THIS WERE 
A FAN ZINE, WE 


WOULD REALIZE 
OUR FEELINGS FOR 
EACH OTHER AND 
BECOME ONE! 
HOW ROMANTIC! 
































NOTHING 
REALLY 


WE’RE BOTH 
WOMEN. 


THERE’S 
NO NEED TO 
OVERREACT. 
IT WAS JUST 

AKISS! 





RIGHT? 


I 
DEFINITELY... 




















I-IT WAS 
A GOOD 
KISS! 


Is 
THAT ALL 
YOU HAVE 
TO SAY FOR 
YOURSELF?! 






























































Still Sick [1] The End 





I BELIEVE 
YOU WERE 
TOLD THIS 
DURING 
TRAINING, 
BUT... 








OUR ROLE 
AS ENGINEERS 
IS TO DEFINE 
REQUESTS AND 
MAKE THEM 
APPLICABLE IN 


UNLIKE IN A PRACTICAL 
SCHOOL, MANNER 
THERE IS : ° 
NO ONE 

CORRECT 

ANSWER. 


IN ORDER 
TO FIND ALL 
APPLICABLE 
SOLUTIONS... 


YOU MUST 
COMBINE YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF 
MULTIPLE FIELDS 

WITH YOUR 

EXPERIENCE. 
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THAT'S 
ALL FOR MY 
EXPLANATION. 


WE PROMISE 
TO COMMU- 
NICATE AS 
A TEAM! 





ISN'T 
THAT A 
PERSONAL v 
HUH? BUT 
PROBLEM? THAT'S... 

















ar 





BECAUSE 
THERE IS A 
LIMIT TO ONE 
PERSON’S 
KNOWLEDGE 
AND IT IS 
POSSIBLE TO 
OVERLOOK 
THINGS... 


IT’S BEST 
TO SHARE 
PROBLEMS 
WITH OTHERS, 
AND WORK 
TOGETHER ON 
PROJECTS. 


PLEASE 
STUDY THE 
REST YOURSELVES 
AND ASK ME IF 
YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS. 





BY THE 
WAY, I’M 
PERSONALLY 
CONCERNED 
. ABOUT 
| COMMUNICATION 
WITH MAEKAWA 
FROM GENERAL 


i" AFFAIRS. 


166 


ncuaptens 9 AND 4 


DIDN’T 
YOU TWO I STOPPED 


You : GO OUT DOING 


SEEM TO GET TOGETHER 
"ALONG WELL = EARLIER? Al MaVER TS 
ENOUGH. \ a BECAUSE 
s YOU RUN 
AWAY. 


WE KIND 
OF MADE 


ees UP, BUT... 


HONEST, 
I’M NOT 
SURE HOW 
TO ACT 
AROUND 
HER. 


BUT I 
DON’T HAVE 
A LOT OF GIRL 
FRIENDS, SO 
I WANT TO 
GET ALONG 
WITH HER! 
WE CAN SHIMIZU- 
ALWAYS SAN...f 
COUNT ON 
HER AS A 
LEADER, BUT 
IF IT’S NOT 
FOR WORK 
SHE DOESN’T 
KNOW HOW 
4, TO DEAL WITH x 





THANKS, 
EVERYONE. 


IT’LL JUST BE 
A BOTHER TO 
MAEKAWA, 
THOUGH... 


WANT TO 
BE NORMAL 
FRIENDS 
WITH HER. 


I'M 
JUST, UM, 
TRAINING 
THE NEW 
RECRUITS! 


I DON’T 
KNOW THAT 
WE CAN DO 
MUCH, BUT 
WE’LL SUP- 
PORT YOU! 


LET’S 
TALK THIS 
PROBLEM 


I UNDER- 
STAND. 


FIRST, WE 
MUST DEFINE 
THE MEANING 
OF “GETTING 
ALONG” WITH 

MAEKAWA. 


LET’S START 

BY SETTING 

A GOAL FOR 
A DEGREE OF 

PROXIMITY 





YOU STILL 
IN YOUR 
MEETING? 
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I’M JUST 
MAKING 
ROUNDS. 


DON’T 
HAVE ANY 
EMERGENCY 
WORK TO 
TAKE CARE 
OF, PLEASE 

GO HOME. 


PLEASE 
DON’T 
FORGET TO 
RETURN THE 
MEETING 
ROOM KEY, 
AS WELL! 























MAEKAWA- 
SAN! 





OUR 
BOSS IS 
FIDGETING! 


UM, BUT 
I DON’T 
KNOW 
WHERE I 
SHOULD 
TAKE HER! 


HOW 
ABOUT YOU 
EATING SHOULD 
AT YOUR INVITE HER 
PLACE? TO DINNER! 


I GOT 
“THAT” AT LAST 
YEAR’S BINGO 
TOURNAMENT 

AND STILL 
HAVEN’T 
USED IT... 


anys I WISHED 
A THEY'D 
ait vt HURRY UP... 
met NE 60 
We wit 
m HAT! 
e 
oan 
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I FEEL LIKE THIS 
HAS HAPPENED 
BEFO} 


IRE, BACK 
IN SCHOOL... 


11's SHIMIZU- 
SAN, AFTER ALL. 











LIKE TO 
HAVE A 
TAKOYAKI 
PARTY WITH 
ME?! 


I THINK WE 
HAVE SOME 
THINGS TO 

TALK ABOUT, 
SO SURE. 


TAKOYAK! PARTY 


SHIMIZU-SAN... 
JUST WHAT ARE 
YOU TEACHING THE 
NEW RECRUITS? 


CONGRATULA- 
TIONS! 

































































YOU’RE NOT A 
STUDENT WHO 





NEEDS HELP. 
ASKING OUT 
HER CRUSH 


























ANYMORE. 





PLEASE 
DON’T INVOLVE 
OTHERS FROM 


YOUR PRIVATE 
PROBLEMS. 


I'VE 
NEVER REALLY 


WANTED TO. 
GET CLOSE TO 
OTHER GIRLS 
BEFORE. 


I JUST 
DIDN’T KNOW 
HOW TO CLOSE 


i THE DISTANCE. 














YOU SHOULD 
HAVE JUST 
ASKED ME 
INSTEAD OF 

GETTING 

OTHER PEOPLE 

INVOLVED. 






























































THE LOSER 
HAS TO 
EAT ONE! 





TAKOYAKI 
CAN ONLY 
HAVE 
OCTOPUS 
INSIDE! 
IT’S IN THE 
y WE PUT IN 
= SHRIMP AND 
SCALLOPS? 


TAKO = OCTOPUS 


LIKE 
USING HOW 
GREEN ON- ABOUT 
ION PONZU Ve CHANGING 
AND SALTED ! UP THE 
MAYON- SAUCES? 
NAISE? 
LET’S 
CONCENTRATE 


ON THAT. 


YOU SEEM 
LIKE THE 
TYPE TO EAT 
UNTIL NOW, 
ARTAING: WE'VE ONLY 
EVER TALKED 
ABOUT MANGA ( 
TOGETHER. 
THIS CHANGE y ARE THERE 
ANY FOODS 
OF PACE IS SO 1 ANY FOODS 
REFRESHING! r 2 ? 


REALLY? 

SHIITAKE 
BUT THEY’RE 
DELICIOUS. MUSHROOMS. 
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CUT IT 
OUT, OR 
PEOPLE WILL 
THINK WE’RE 
NEWLYWEDS! 


NO, THEY 
WON’T. 


BECAUSE WE 
FOUGHT OVER 
EVERY SINGLE 
INGREDIENT... 


I'M 
OLDER, 
SO TLL 
HOLD IT. 


WHY 
DOES AGE 
MATTER? 


LET’S 
HEAD TO 
MY PLACE. 


TG 
Wr 


%, 


[i 


WE SPENT A 
LOT OF TIME 
SHOPPING. 
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Zz 























































































IT’S THE 
y SAME 
Zs WAY WITH 
a WORK. 
al 7 
3%) 
. BY PITTING 
wmouss Wi uceNeNs 
IF THERE’S ; 
OTHER, WE'RE 
NO RESPECT, ABLETTO COME 
I’M GLAD THAT Suet UP WITH NEW 
YOU GAVE ME ane IDEAS. 
OH? YOUR HONEST sn 
OPINIONS! 





I PREFERRED 
IT MORE WHEN 

YOU LOOKED 
SCARED EVERY 

TIME I MADE 

EYE CONTACT 

WITH YOU. 
MAEKAWA...? 


USE THIS 
EVEN 
ADDED \| APRON. 
YOUR 
INITIALS! 


LET’S GET 
COOKING! 
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U; 























Vo 


DO YOU 
REALLY THINK 
WE NEEDED 
AN ENTIRE 
OCTOPUS? 


I WANTED 
TO SEE YOU 
TAKE IT 
APART WITH 
FORCE... 











MAEKAWA, 
ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 
DON’T HATE 
ME...? 


TIME TO. 
CUT YOU 
INTO LITTLE 
PIECES, 
MAKOTO- 
SAN! 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
NAMING 
IT AFTER 

ME?! 


DOESN’T 
IT KIND 
OF LOOK 
LIKE YOU? 

















WANNA GO 

AHEAD AND 
TAKE CARE 
OF THAT? 





THEN I 
GUESS T’LL 
CALL IT 
MAKOTO- 
SAN. 
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THE TAKOYAKI 
PAN IS READY TO 
GO, TOO! I WON 
IT AT THE BINGO 
TOURNAMENT. 


MAKOTO- 
SAN IS 
YOU CAN SAN IS 
STOP THAT READY 





CAN I 
MAKE 
THE SPICY 


Just 
REMEMBER 
THAT YOU 
REAP WHAT 
YOU SOW. 


THAT YOU 


MENTION IT, IT 
HASN'T EVEN 
BEEN HALF A 
YEAR SINCE 
WE STARTED 
TALKING. 
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WHY DON’T 
WE TALK 
ABOUT OUR 
MEMORIES 
TOGETHER 
WHILE THEY 
WE HAVEN'T 
KNOWN EACH 
OTHER LONG 
ENOUGH 
FOR THAT. 





TO THE 
CONVEN- 
TION JUST 
TO SEE 
ME. 


I STILL 
DON’T GET 
WHY YOU... 


FORGET 
ABOUT IT. 


MAEKAWA, 
YOU... 


IT’S 

BECAUSE 
AT FIRST, I 
THOUGHT 

YOU'D ACCEPT 

ANYTHING 

I THREW 
YOUR WAY. 


YOU CAN 

ASK ME A 

QUESTION 
NEXT! 

























THAT’S 
PROBABLY 









































MY OLDER SOMETIMES 
BROTHER’S YOU ACT 
INFLUENCE. y AND SPEAK 
LIKE A 
je MY PARENTS 
: OFTEN YELLED 
% AT ME AND 
, TRIED TO GET 
ME TO CHANGE, 
THOUGH. 








I KEPT 
TALKING 
THAT WAY TO 
REBEL, BUT 
IT BECAME A 
BAD HABIT I 
NEVER FIXED. 





EVEN 
YOU HAD A 
REBELLIOUS 

PHASE, 

HUH? 








SHOULD I 
FIX IT? 


OH, BUT I 
DON’T LIKE 

IT WHEN I THINK 

YOU SAY AFTER ALL 
“YOU, YOU” THIS TIME 
AND AVOID IT WOULD 

CALLING JUST BE 
ME BY MY 

NAME. 
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AH, YOU’RE 


YOU CAN 
EAT ALL OF 
THE SPICY 
ONES BY 

YOURSELF. 








| Bs 


VD 
PREFER YOU 
CALLING ME 
BY MY NAME 

INSTEAD. 














SORRY, I 
MEANT MY 
LAST NAME. 


EVEN THOUGH 
jYOu NAMEI 
‘AN|OCTOPUS 
| AFTER ME! 
| | 


WHY WOULD 
YOU DO THAT? 
IT’S LIKE YOU’RE 
TRYING TO 
EMBARRASS 


W4e5 
et a 

















I’VE HAD 
ENOUGH 
TAKOYAKI 
FOR THE 
REST OF 
MY LIFE. 





SEE YOU 
TOMORROW! 


















































































































































THANKS 
FOR 
TODAY! 



















































































THANKS, 
GUYS, BUT = 
PLEASE POUR WE CAME UP 


ALL THAT - WITH A PLAN 
ENERGY INTO. TO HELP YOU 


AND MAEKAWA, 
YOUR WORK! GET CLOSER! 


*THE SOUND OF 
THE SHREDDER 


NO THANK 





THANK YOU FOR READING 
VOLUME ONE OF STILL SICK! 


roo+ THANKS TO... ---------22 22 een nnn enn n ne 


EVERYONE WHO READ THIS VOLUME, 
EVERYONE WHO TOLD ME ABOUT THEIR JOBS, 
EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED ME ON PIXIV AND 
TWITTER, MY EDITOR, KOKUBA-SAMA, AND 
EVERYONE ELSE INVOLVED IN THE CREATION 

' OF THIS COMIC! 
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How do you read manga-style? It’s simple! 
Let’s practice -- just start in the top right 
panel and follow the numbers below! 





Crimson from Kamo / Fairy Cat from Grimms Manga Tales 
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